A Gathered Service of Worship

WELCOME TO NEW CITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We’re delighted that you’ve joined us
this morning for our gathered service of
worship. Our community is a collection
of people of all ages and professions from
a wide variety of spiritual and social
backgrounds. We embrace Jesus’ claims
to be true and transformational and the
central message of the Bible to be the
good news, or “gospel,” of a God who
created us for himself and desires us to
live fully as we enjoy relationship with
him and each other.
The Bible’s radical message of grace
centers on Jesus and creates a new city
comprised of renewed individuals
living not for themselves but for the
God who redeems. For this reason, New
City
Presbyterian Church exists to be
a community rooted in truth, real in
conversation and committed to renewing
our lives and our city.
As the Lead Pastor at New City, it is my
privilege to extend to you an invitation
to come be part of the New City Church
community and to be astonished,
together with us, by the splendor and
grace of God.

RYAN MCVICAR
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a savior;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
to whoever will come - this church opens wide her doors and offers you welcome
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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WORD ON WORSHIP

Corporate worship is designed to ignite in us a greater love for the one, true,
living God, and for the building up of the believers that conform the local church.
Apart from the work of his Spirit, we are naturally inclined to love money,
pleasure, and ourselves more than Him (2 Timothy 3:1-4). We gather for worship
so that our Lord might progressively liberate us from our idolatries and therefore
reign supreme in our lives. For this purpose, our Lord uses such heart-calibrating
practices as:
- Singing to make the greatness of his love more vivid
- Confessing how we have fallen in our efforts to loyally love our Lord
- Hearing his Word as we read and are read to, so that the Spirit may act on our hearts
- Giving back to the Lord joyfully as a tangible witness of our love for Him and his Church
- Heeding his Great Commission to rescue other wandering, weak sheep like ourselves.

We practice these disciplines first and foremost for the praise and worship of God,
but we do so as a local body to encourage and bless each other as the Spirit in one
joins the Spirit in another in beautiful harmony. This Lord’s Day seek to sing out
loud with passion, participate actively in the corporate readings, and greet others
with the peace and grace of the Lord, to live out the glorious bond we enjoy in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

SILENT REFLECTION

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! It is like the
precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes! It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls
on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life
forevermore. | Psalm 133
The Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s word to him. He needs
him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged. The Christ in
his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart
is uncertain, his brother’s is sure. | Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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WELCOME & PREPARATION
Reformation Song

PRELUDE

(Chester/Kauflin, 2017)

CALL TO WORSHIP

GATHERING HYMN
ALL

Better Is One Day - Psalm 84

(Redman, 1995)

Better is one day in your courts.
Better is one day in your house.
Better is one day in your courts.
Than thousands elsewhere.
Than thousands elsewhere.
How lovely is your dwelling place
Oh Lord Almighty
My soul longs and even faints for You
For here my heart is satisfied
Within your presence.
I sing beneath the shadow of your wings.
One thing I ask and I would seek
To see your beauty
To find you in the place your glory dwells.
My heart and flesh cry out For you the living God
Your spirit’s water for my soul
I’ve tasted and I’ve seen Come once again to me
I will draw near to you
I will draw near to you To You
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Please stand

READING FROM THE GOSPELS
READER

Luke 1:68-75

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
68

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
CHRIST HYMN
ALL

Fairest Lord Jesus
(Anonymous)

Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature!
O Thou of God and man the Son!
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor,
Oh my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.
Fair are the meadows; fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring.
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heav’n can boast.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine.
4

Please stand

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

GOD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS

Come Now Almighty King

(Wesley, 1757)

Three year olds through 3rd graders are welcome to attend Kids’ Bible Time classes during the sermon.
You may help your children find their seats when they return to the service during communion.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
READER

1 Samuel 12:6-25 (ESV)

And Samuel said to the people, “The Lord is witness, who appointed Moses
and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now
therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the Lord concerning
all the righteous deeds of the Lord that he performed for you and for your
fathers. 8 When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them,
then your fathers cried out to the Lord and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron,
who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place.
9
But they forgot the Lord their God. And he sold them into the hand of
Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines,
and into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them.
10
And they cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have
forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.’ 11 And
the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered
you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety.
12
And when you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against
6

5

Please stand

READER

you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the Lord your
God was your king. 13 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for
whom you have asked; behold, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you
will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the
commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you
will follow the Lord your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the
voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the
hand of the Lord will be against you and your king. 16 Now therefore stand
still and see this great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not
wheat harvest today? I will call upon the Lord, that he may send thunder
and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which
you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking for yourselves a king.”
18
So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that
day, and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 19 And all the
people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we
may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves
a king.” 20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done
all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the
Lord with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that
cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22 For the Lord will not forsake
his people, for his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make
you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should
sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the
good and the right way. 24 Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with
all your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But if
you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.”

MINISTER

All people are like grass, and all their beauty is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,

ALL

But the Word of our God stands forever.
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TITLE: History With A Hook

Ryan McVicar

(notes and thoughts)

Sermon Discussion Questions
1. Walk through the biblical history together from Genesis up until the time of Samuel. What
were some of the major moments and turning points? Who were the major characters?
2. How does this history inform you about God’s character, his ways, his plans?
3. How does this history inform you about yourself?
4. At this moment in your own history, what are some things you are facing that could be major turning points spiritually? In what areas can you either run in fear, or trust God? In what
areas can you “forget the Lord” or choose to turn back to him with all your heart?
5. In what ways does this passage reveal the beauty of the gospel? How does the gospel move
us toward true repentance?
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HYMN OF RESPONSE
ALL

Come Thou Fount

(Robinson/Madan, 1758)

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’m come
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be
Let Thy goodness like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee
Prone to wander Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love
Here’s my heart Lord take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper, has always been a common, shared, joyous
family meal. This meal is for those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ; for those
Baptized Christians who trust in His once-for-all sacrificial death upon the cross for their
salvation. When we celebrate this feast, we commune with the risen Lord Jesus who stands
as our host to offer spiritual nourishment, renewal and life. We also commune with one
another, participating together in the reconciling grace of God.
We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus and who have publicly professed
their faith as members of a Christian congregation. At New City, we ask our children not
to take communion until they have met with the elders to share of their faith in Christ,
although all children are invited to come forward to receive a word of encouragement.
If you are not a Christian, we encourage you to spend this time reflecting on the prayers
printed on the following page in the hopes that a relationship with Jesus and membership
in His Church may be considered.
Jesus is truly and spiritually present and stands ready to feed you.
Come hungry. Come thirsty. Come ready to be filled.
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Please stand

CONFESSION OF FAITH
MINISTER
ALL

Heidelberg Catechism Q.1

What is your only comfort in life and death?
That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in
death, to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins
with his precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of the devil.
He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my heavenly
Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must work together
for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal
life and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION OF SINS
ALL

Lord Jesus, we humbly acknowledge that we are not our own but belong to
You. Still, we confess that our passions rage against the holy nature of your
presence in us. Even as we confess our sins, we are tempted to do so by rote,
out of fear, or for other reasons other than conformity to your Spirit in us.
Father, you actively oppose the proud but generously give grace to those who
submit to you. Help us to do so, as we resist the devil, reject his lies, and draw
near your throne of grace for forgiveness. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
MINISTER

Based on James 4

Acts 15:8-9

God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them,
having cleansed their hearts by faith.
8
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND BREAKING OF BREAD
INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS YOU CAN PRAY DURING COMMUNION
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider
the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross
and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.
Prayer of Humble Access
I do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in my own
goodness, but only in your righteousness credited to me. I am not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose manner
is always to show mercy. Grant me, therefore, O Lord, the grace to commune now
with Christ by faith, that I may evermore live in him and he in me. Amen.

HYMN AT THE TABLE
ALL

Oh The Deep, Deep Love
(Francis, 1875)

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus; vast, unmeasured, boundless, free
Rolling as a mighty ocean, in its fullness over me
Underneath me, all around me is the current of Your love
Leading onward, leading homeward to Your glorious rest above
Oh the deep, deep love, all I need and trust
Is the deep, deep love of Jesus
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus; spread His praise from shore to shore
How He came to pay our ransom through the saving cross He bore
How He watches o’er His loved ones; those He died to make His own
How for them He’s interceding, pleading now before the throne
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus; far surpassing all the rest
It’s an ocean full of blessing in the midst of every test
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus; mighty Savior, precious Friend
You will bring us home to glory where Your love will never end
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HYMN OF REDEMPTION
ALL

Jesus Paid It All
(Hall, 1812)

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small,
Child of weakness watch and pray, find in Me thine all in all.”
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.
Lord now indeed I find, Thy power, and Thine alone
Can change the leper’s spots, and melt the heart of stone.
And when before the throne, I stand in Him complete
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat.
THE BENEDICTION & THE CHILDREN’S GATHERING

ALL

Oh Praise the One who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead.
CHORUS

WORSHIP LEADERS

WORSHIP MUSICIANS

Rev. Ryan McVicar

Evan Chisholm

Rev. Nathan Moretto

Meredith Sanislo

Javier Contesse

Adina Crawford
Joni SayGan

READER

Kent Kooy

Beth Anne Sutton
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Please stand

MARRIAGE
FORUM

KIDS CLUB,
YOUTH
NIGHT,
&
GREENFIELD
UNION
KIDS’ CAMP
VOLUNTEER
MEETING
REGISTER
NOW FOR
KIDS CAMP

Community Life at New City

Our monthly Marriage Forum continues on Saturday, May 19th at 7:00 pm. We will continue
our study through Paul Tripp’s DVD series based on his book, “What did you Expect?”.
Contact Mandi Krieg, (248)761-8231, if you would like to join!

New City Kids

Join us for our last Kids’ Club, Youth Night, and Greenfield Union Food Ministry for the
school year at 6:00 pm on Friday, May 18th! Kids’ Club will meet in the Gathering Place
and Youth in the Cafe of Royal Oak Middle School. Please RSVP for a pizza dinner for your
child to Meredith Sanislo (meredith.sanislo@newcitypc.org) for Kids’ Club, or Nate Moretto
(nathan.moretto@newcitypc.org) for Youth Night. All families are welcome to stay and join
to help pack bags of food for Greenfield Union!
All Kids’ Camp Volunteers, there will be a meeting on Sunday, June 3rd immediately
following the service in the Gathering Place. Please contact Megan McVicar (megan.
mcvicar@newcitypc.org) if you have any questions or if you would like to sign up to
volunteer!

Children, grades K-5, are invited to New City’s Summer Kids’ Camp from July 11th-13th,
9:00 am - 12:00 pm. The Family Picnic is on July 13th at 6:00 pm, and Children’s Sunday
is on July 15th at 10:30 am. Please see the website for registration and volunteer forms, or
contact Megan McVicar (megan.mcvicar@newcitypc.org) with any questions.
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New City Contacts

To learn more about volunteering opportunities, ways to get plugged into community life, or if
you have any questions, please contact the following department heads:
Pastoral
Needs

Ryan McVicar | ryan.mcvicar@newcitypc.org
Nathan Moretto | nathan.moretto@newcitypc.org

Nursery &
Toddlers

Maris Bakker | maris.bakker@newcitypc.org
Angela Wood |angela.wood@newcitypc.org

Children’s
Ministry

Megan McVicar | megan.mcvicar@newcitypc.org
Meredith Sanislo | meredith.sanislo@newcitypc.org

Family
& Youth
Ministry

Nathan Moretto | nathan.moretto@newcitypc.org

Music
& Worship
Ministry

Javier Contesse | javier.contesse@newcitypc.org

Sunday
Operations

Amanda Sternberg | amanda.sternberg@newcitypc.org
Cameron Francis | cameron.francis@newcitypc.org

Administrative
Needs

Liz Chisholm | liz.chisholm@newcitypc.org

Financial &
Office Needs

Tracy Reynolds | accounting@newcitypc.org
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WORSHIPPING WITH CHILDREN

Please visit our website at:

NEWCITYPC.ORG

Thank you for being part of our
service today. New City Royal Oak
seeks to be a catalyst for a churchplanting movement throughout the
Detroit region comprised of churches
working together to establish
worshipping communities who are
biblically-faithful,
gospel-centric,
outward-facing and communitydriven.
Our vision is to see renewal take
place at every level - personally,
spiritualy, socially and culturally renewal that is rooted in the truth of
God’s Word.

CONTACT US AT:
OFFICE
301 W. 4th Street, Ste. LL 75
WORSHIP
709 N. Washington Ave.
Royal Oak, MI 48067

(248) 808-2523

INFO@NEWCITYPC.ORG

What a joy and privilege to worship with children!
Worship is a communal activity in which we participate
together as a church family and is one of the best ways to
welcome children into the life of the church. Yet, children
are in the process of learning the significance of worship
and how to worship. During our nursery and Kids Bible
Times, teachers emphasize why we worship and help
children learn prayers and songs that are typically part
of our services. However, there are ways parents and
congregants alike can train our children in the joys of
worship.
For Parents: Parents have the responsibility and blessing
to lead and train children in worship. Living in a culture
where children are constantly entertained can make this
responsibility difficult. However, consider the tips below
to help the process go a bit more smoothly:
Tips for Sunday Worship:
Start Saturday night by looking at the worship bulletin
and practicing songs that will be sung. Lay out clothes
and get together what you will need for worship.
If you need time to calm a squirmy toddler, feel free to
step out.
Some children can pay attention better if they sit up front.
Worship with rather than beside children. Help your child
who can’t read by singing the words of the chorus in their
ears so they can sing along.
Help them follow along in the Bible. Point out words for
young or non-readers that are repetitive.
Allow children to participate in offering by sharing their
allowance.
Whisper instructions or comments such as, “Now is the
time when we tell God how great He is.”
Use a worship notebook where children can draw pictures
of what they hear in the scripture passage and sermon or
write down thoughts that are meaningful to them.
For the Rest of Us:
Church is not for adults only. Supporting the children of
New City as they grow as worshippers of the Lord is the
responsibility of us all.
Remember the commitment you made as a church when
children were baptized, a commitment to encourage them
to become disciples of Christ.
Introduce yourself to the child sitting beside you. Make
him or her feel welcomed and important.

VISITOR INFORMATION

We are glad to have you as our guest today. We
invite you to come be part of the New City Church
community and to be astonished, together with us,
by the splendor and grace of God.
You may deposit this card in the offering plate or
in the dropbox at the back of the auditorium.

NAME(S) 						
							
ADDRESS 						
CITY 		

STATE

ZIP

EMAIL 						
PHONE 						
Membership at New City
New City Groups
The Bible or becoming a Christian
Ways to serve at New City or in the community
I would like to have the weekly newsletter
(The New City News) delivered
to the following e-mail address:
_______________________________

Visit our website at:
NEWCITYPC.ORG
I WOULD LIKE PRAYER FOR:
							
							
							
							
							
							

NEW CITY GROUPS

New
City
is
committed
to
deep,
transformational
community
life.
The
backbone of this is found in our New City
Groups. These groups of 8-12 adults serve as
our primary vehicle for Christian formation,
study, prayer, discipleship and mission.
Jeff & Meredith Ammons - Grosse Pointe:
Every other Sunday @ 5:15p; contact Jeff at
jeffammons@gmail.com or (313) 938-4582.
Wayne & Joyce Boor - 1st and 3rd Thursdays
@ 7:00p; contact Wayne at wdbo82@gmail.
com or (561) 306-4970.
Travis Clapp & Michka Tosan - Clawson:
Wednesdays @ 8:00p; Contact Travis at travis.
jc623@gmail.com or (812) 243-0556; or contact
Michka at michkatosan@gmail.com or (609)
202-7154.
Dean & Sandra Flower - Every other Friday
@ 6:30p; contact Dean at dean.flower@gmail.
com or (248) 878-0807.
Andrew & Katherine Maxwell, and Evan &
Liz Chisholm - 1st, 2nd, and 4th Thursdays @
6:30p; contact Katherine at mill2030@gmail.
com or (989) 430-7749.
Nate & Falon Moretto - 1st & 3rd Sunday
@ 12:30p; contact Nate at nathan.moretto@
newcitypc.org or (270) 970-1695.
Nate & Falon Moretto - 2nd & 4th Sunday
@ 12:30p; contact Nate at nathan.moretto@
newcitypc.org or (270) 970-1695.
Steve & Jordan Ng - Every other Wednesday
@ 7:30p; contact Steve at
ngstevenm@gmail.com or (248) 808-0689.
Craig & Jen Schoon, and Brad & Michelle
DeLaruelle - 2nd and 4th Sunday @ 1:00p;
contact Jennifer at steelejen@hotmail.com
or (586) 354-7839; or contact Michelle at
mmdelaruelle@gmail.com or (586) 610-8850.
Dicky & Bethany Smith - Every other
Thursday @ 6:30p; contact Dicky at smith.
dick@gmail.com or (408) 858-6124.
Jim & Beth Anne Sutton – 1st Tuesday @
8:00p (women), 2nd Sunday @ 12:30p (all),
4th Tuesday @ 8:00p (men); contact Beth
Anne at beth.anne.sutton@gmail.com or
(989) 400-9177.

